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Michigan’s Third Grade Reading Law (RBG3) MCL 380.1280f 
 

The implementation of Michigan’s 3rd grade reading law began in the 2017-18 school year for 
grades K-3.  The purpose of this law is to ensure that all students are reading at or near grade level 
by the end of 3rd grade.  This law specifies required actions for students who are one year or more 
below grade level in reading.  
 
Required Actions:  
• Within the first 30 days of school, every child in grades K-3 will be given a district reading 

assessment.  
• Students identified as being one or more years below grade level, will have an Individual 

Instruction Plan for Reading. 
• The Individual Instruction Plan will contain specific skill deficit areas that will be addressed and 

monitored through interventions and assessments. 
• Each school will provide a Read at Home Plan for students and offer parent workshops to assist 

with home reading strategies. 
• At the conclusion of the 2019-2020 school year, 3rd grade students who do not demonstrate 

grade level reading proficiency on the state assessment, will be recommended for retention. 
Repealed by Public Act 7 of 2023 

 
Frequently Asked Questions: 
 
How is my child’s reading level determined? 
Each student’s reading level will be assessed using a district assessment three times per year.   
 
How do I support my child at home? 
Read at Home Plans will be sent to students within the first month of school.  These plans will 
provide suggestions of activities families can practice outside of school.  Parents will also be invited 
to attend Parent Workshops to learn more about reading strategies that will help their child become 
a proficient reader.  
 
What is an Individual Instruction Plan for Reading and how does it get developed? 
This plan will identify skill deficit areas and an instructional plan that will take place in addition to 
the regular reading instruction time within the classroom.  Each school will determine what types of 
interventions will be offered and which school staff will deliver these interventions.  Staff members 
can include but are not limited to:  classroom teacher, Title One interventionist, Language 
Acquisition staff or other certified school staff members. 

http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?mcl-380-1280f


 
How will the district support my child’s reading instruction? 
 
District 
At the district level, instructional specialists will be offering a variety of professional development, 
coaching and modeling sessions for classroom teachers in all areas of reading. These will occur 
throughout each school year as part of the district’s improvement plan in reading. Curriculum 
resources are also provided to teachers. 
 
School 
Each elementary school has a literacy library stocked with sets of leveled reading books. The school 
will determine grade-level reading interventions based on the needs of the students. Also, parent 
workshops will be offered to share effective reading strategies.   
 
Classroom 
Teachers will provide a variety of leveled reading books and daily balanced literacy instruction to all 
students. Students with Individual Instruction Plans will receive additional reading intervention and 
progress monitoring.  Teachers will communicate reading progress to parents. 
 
How long will my child have an Individual Instruction Plan for Reading? 
Each student will have a plan until they are on grade level or less than one year below grade level.  
If a student continues to be greater than one year below grade level in reading at the end of their 
school year for grades K-2, the plan will continue the following year.  A new Individual Instruction 
Plan will be developed the following school year.  For third graders who continue to demonstrate a 
greater than one year gap in reading achievement, the law requires a recommendation for 
retention.  Repealed by Public Act 7 of 2023 
 


